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The contemporary history of Kenitra represents a model of Moroccan cities that underwent social transformations
as a result of their reliance on market-oriented economic production. The city functioned as a host for Europeans
and Moroccans alike, within which social groups of diverse backgrounds and classes coexisted. The city took
shape in two distinct sections: the European quarter known as the Village, and the local quarter known as L'Mdina,
with a clear disparity in housing patterns, the social composition of residents, and ways of life. The Village
developed within a framework of orderly urban planning, whereas L'Mdina and its outskirts underwent gradual
transformations, evolving from a local neighbourhood into something resembling a douar, a predominantly rural
residential settlement. Upon independence, the outskirts became a destination for rural migrants, who settled in
constantly evolving douars. This interaction between human and spatial dimensions gave rise to a proletariat that
data indicates constituted a driving force behind the expansion of the city's urban fabric and a key productive
force by virtue of the human resources it supplied. This proletariat later also became an important electoral
reservoir for left-wing parties and trade unions. Accordingly, this study argues for approaching the monographic
history of cities through an analysis that brings together their spatial and human components.
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2 L.-H. Laplanche, "Kénitra (ex-Port-Lyautey): Historique de la ville européenne sous le protectorat frangais, 1911-1956," Mémoire de
maitrise en histoire, Faculté des lettres et civilisations, Université Jean-Moulin Lyon III, 1986, p. 39.
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3 1. Le Coz, Le Gharb: Fellahs et colons. Etude de géographie régionale, vol. 2 (Rabat: Centre universitaire de la recherche scientifique,
1964), p. 893.

4  Ab. El Aloui, "Les quartiers sous-intégrés de Kénitra," Thése de 3¢ cycle, Université de Tours, 2 tomes, 1985, pp. 20-23.
5  "Notice sur Kénitra," La Revue marocaine (1914), p. 27.

6  H.Nespola, "Kénitra: Historique et analyse du développement de 'agglomération et du port, et ses incidences sur l'évolution de I'économie
du Gharb," Bulletin économique et social du Maroc, vol. 85, no. 34 (1960), p. 61.
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