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The Image of the Byzantines in Arabic Culture
as Expressed in Language
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The history of diverse relations between Byzantium, the heir to the Roman Empire, and the Arab-Islamic world
went beyond war and conflict. While war did shape the initial contacts between the two sides, an important part
of subsequent relations was characterized by official exchanges and coexistence. There was correspondence
between kings and emirs and on-going contacts in border regions involving the ransom of prisoners, travel,
and trade. Many studies have dealt with the Arabs and Byzantines respective perception of each other. This
paper, however, will concentrate on the relatively neglected topic of language. This contribution can be viewed
as research into the history of mentalities, which allows us to understand the linguistic mechanisms of Arabic
involved in talking about the "other" and the effect of the imaginaire on that other. The paper seeks to address
two questions: How did the Arabs represent the Byzantine "other" linguistically, and what words and terms did
the Arabs use to talk about the Byzantines?

Keywords: Byzantium, Otherness, Language, Image, Arab Civilization.
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Professor of History at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies(d. 2016), his scholarship was focused on Byzantine history
and relations across the Mediterranean world during the medieval period.
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Gilbert Dagron, "Apprivoiser la guerre, Byzantins et Arabes ennemis intimes," in: Byzantium at War (9th-12th c.), The National Hellenic
Research Foundation, Institute for Byzantine Research, International Symposium 4, Athénes, 1997, pp. 37 - 49.
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5 Nicolas Mystichos, Patriarche de Constantinople, "Premiére lettre a 1'émir de Créte, Patrologie Grecque, t.a11, col. 28, trad. Anglaise," in:
R.J. H. Jenkins & L.G. Westerink (eds., trans.), Nicholas I, Patriarch of Constantinople: Letters (Washington, Dumbarton Oaks, 1973), p. 3;
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A. Ducellier, L'église byzantine entre pouvoir et esprit (313-1204) (Paris: desclée, 1990), p. 230; Mohamed Tahar Mansouri, "L'ceeil du grand
rival, la ville vue par les Musulmans," Autrement, vol. 40 (Janvier 1996), pp. 154-170.
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