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Units of Measurement in Islamic Societies:
The Finger, the Fist, and Large and Small Spans

aajea (le tnjlall aclwi laigs ga hi_wgll pnell JUA aell wl Gleailall (na guliall Glang aajea draal giii
qulidl gu e Jglai e ill gL wll gasy g guliéll dayea ¢llasg (Gbliall gasi Jnai Gils anill dlal wall asi
.48y jgalll ¢lli dajea giiiallg dabll gsay el JUi gag

na a18-Y1g jawll dalwa 3131ig squ ga dragul @ajgal (na gulill gu @sag Jna élaf ga guuléall Gils Lalg
glall Alang Kl clalell wnle laljl ¢S pa<illg diilllg jlaull Alpag jlailllg ggise!l alia JUsiwl

20l Alang gg)siy clalall J2o lo gag o Glwliss jalll Glei loaic Byl ¢nai gi @l gljall 33g gl gaug
-daauiag dbguha dulwa GlANc laiy ggauwiig @uolll 63399 &bl 813gg Jiall 6a3gg juill 633gs

«aglldl araalil Gla jg_alll ga ljal @ i jiall aaagll anl] piaiillg jiallg aniallg guoMl Gla g Jugaid tlac wn_diig
(a ailaig Lailé lay Jaleill 21 @l (il alwbiéll pen dasiéall @ apall inle ¢nlllg tnjLall acl wil aigsl
A\ s\l howgll pnell JAA Gailwdl dMaleall ga < ja wile wgagll

Allllg Alwlyall gna @ Meiwl ay yiall dangll and] laligaig . gudllg jiollg aréllg gunMll dlangs wa il dwljall Glglhy
awndllaghall gha apaun (ulailll .uyall :dinlica Glals

An understanding of the measurement units used in Islamic societies in the medieval era would provide an insight
to the distances travelled in the middle ages and the volume of trade in their economies. Measurements have
always been important tools used in daily life: in trade, in travel, in the use of water, and in construction. It was
therefore essential for scientists to devise units of measurement, such as large and small "spans", a "palm length",
and the finger, and to use formulas which relate them to each other accurately. This paper attempts to explain
how such ancient units of measurement can be converted to metric units, demonstrating many ways in which
this knowledge can be used to inform extensive research into medieval Islamic societies. Interestingly, research
shows that the large span, which was the base for commercial and social transactions in Islamic countries and was
roughly equivalent to 23.1 centimeters, was possibly used in ages after the middle ages.
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