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On Colonial Ethnography in Morocco: Artefacts of Colonialism
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The author reviews Bousbir: Prostitution in Colonial Morocco: Ethnography of a Red-light District, a study
conducted between 1949 and 1950 in Casablanca by two French medical doctors, Jean Mathieu and P.H. Maury.
The review underscores the contemporaneity and authentic originality of a study that continues to rank as a
landmark sociological investigation in the Maghreb decades after it was written. The context for the Bousbir
study was the rapid social changes which colonialism introduced to Morocco. This book review presents the
doctors’ inquiry into the city and outlines the definition of prostitution that informs their ethnographic and
sociological investigation. The reviewer detects an overlap of "colonial science" with Orientalist perspectives
and a "humanist dimension" to the investigators’ approach: in solidarity with their subjects, and against all
forms of servitude — notwithstanding the distance which is often a question of debate in anthropology-related
scholarship. Finally, a glimpse of contemporary Bousbir is offered: a place that acts as the living memory of
colonialism, retelling the misery and exploitation prompted by the urges of "white desire".
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Jean Mathieu & P.-H. Maury Bousbir: La prostitution dans le Maroc colonial: Ethnographie d'un quartier réservé, éd. et présenté par Abdelmajid Arrif, Entre
rives (Paris: Paris-Méditerranée, 2003).
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Robert Montagne, Naissance du prolétariat marocain: Enquéte collective exécutée de 1948 a 195 (Paris: Editions Peyronnet, 1952).
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Mohamed Métalsi, Cécile Tréal et Jean-Michel Ruiz, Les villes impériales au maroc (Paris: Terrail, 1999).
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6 Christelle Taraud, La prostitution coloniale: Algérie, Maroc, Tunisie (1830-1962) (Paris: Payot, 2003), p. 105.
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Regards sur le Maroc: Actualité de Robert Montagne (Paris : CHEAM [Centre des hautes études sur 'Afrique et 1'Asie modernes]; diffusion la documentation
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Frangois Pouillon & Daniel Rivet, Dir Sociologie musulmane de Robert Montagne (Paris: Maisonneuve Et Larose,2000).
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Hassan Rachik, Le proche et le lointain: Un siécle d’anthropologie au Maroc, Série savoirs et savants (Marseille: Edition Parenthéses; Aix-en-Provence: MMSH,
impr. 2012).
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Frangois Pouillon, "La société segmentaire et ses ennemis: Notes sur un moment des sciences sociales au Maghreb", Prologues , no. 32 (Hiver 2005), p. 15.
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