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This study examines the biography of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, going beyond his image as a military leader, and
questioning whether his achievements stemmed from personal ambition or other moral motives. It draws upon
a number of resources, such as the writings of Ibn al-Athir, Baha al-Din Ibn Shaddad, Imad al-Din al-Isfahani,
as well as the reports and letters issued by Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi's secretary, al-Qadi al-Fadil. The study argues
that Saladin's success was not based on his military or administrative genius, but rather on his virtuous character
and his ability to inspire and unite Muslims. He succeeded in mobilizing the necessary forces to confront the
Crusaders. The study concludes that Saladin's greatest achievement was an ethical one, as he sought to revive
Islamic unity in a time of fragmentation, setting before his eyes a goal loftier than personal power.

I<eywords: Saladin; H. A. R. Gibb, Nur al-Din Zangi, The Crusades, Historical Sources.
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1 H. A.R. Gibb, "The Arabic Sources for the Life of Saladin," Speculum, vol. 25, no. 1 (January 1950), pp. 58-72.



awiuga Jlach:abs s
qugilll guall o aljlail

LoVl a3 slg) gV ol 2o By JolS sy (6] @)l Byino S g Lasdl e (30 48 Slitzol g2 e
I oz s e GleaaVl il sloe oSN JlosT g jaoll 1ing . Gaall &by Lages 89 (o Goige i 5 ]
Lg'o‘:;).l By .0la L;e sy GV ] bl (5 i)l Dol sl I5)gs cpll daladl o5 cyo s By Fan]
ple o uot;an OIS ol [Ty ¢ 55 ] yg5 s (B 3imd (b)) ceaioll un;n.\;,, NER-PRES PV PR
5 Llall Bad) )l VIS, p1188-1187 5yal) S &y Sal] Hleol) ) Sl (S dbuall odgus -p1175
0dn cyos - ) ol eMog (S5 cpall )55 ods B alas By iy ¢ LI (3] Ol Slalbno daves 30 Mlos g
(p1267 . &) o)) Golis L 55001 (o 383 s s lalorall IS (S ¢ cppilore (g (B o) ediased] lalinel]

Bl & 305 s gomadly Ijall Gl il e jazsy copac 3 23V Cshul) QIS 50l (o SledaV) e
ol p5bll 3yl Tlly TVl R lcomall (o 4955 L ol o LIS Sl ) ) BES Ighas 33
3o 3t oo yim Lo gl e 3 VT e gl a9V (] £3o Cogus el gl o Aaiadly gl 3land) (o oo Lo lged
5 o S 3355 o) s gy Sl 581 gy U1 lehia¥) o] 5m o)) e ) S of o 005 Y
ooyl yor M)l 351 e SIS . dg) g il aieerlgo B 3050 o) &l gy Ly 0T gl ] s J) s
022915 Wggmnally ygatll o w180 455 Led sVl Citpo OIS} < 5 i) SIS ¢ Sl ol gmng cinlogl] 3
dazg oo (oY) o8 S 0 Lo 8 o) 4515 By ool 3yall OIS ity . 33l 2lis g Bllorall oy Bl e
291 Ollabudly DM aio 3551 OIS 21 () O ey 0 38 (rosn JoloSg (poled e b yizma (4y13] Jgume 5

o)lunng Glozs] Y1 i) (] Mo 187 e Byolall Ll o)l g e yS YT alall ¢ punlsd] by hice Lo
Ay 3 LSy Dol g SleasYT Jlosl o Billly o) lasl) ells clais 8 ¢ LI ulandil] ¢ LS o)
Slgine B3lee 5 Canlis g cloginr 835ally (oMEV] yo Birol] Ll ¥ J] S 21 (0 dgr 9ol Lo
O (559 - Slsbiall G ot (> cpgll g (553,31 (095 (po oSg <A Lpplial] Aol Gl 82201 pLT 3 sV
i <AV LYY Jlg clalsd] J) Lol ol gz A1 &ilall Bl Jelos 2 el myley 01 & 530 e O
' .%Mgﬂnwg sy Kol Gl asf%@g&;\ﬂg Ol gV ye Lyl ells

U £ o)) dyie oy 03135200) g 1187 ple oyl Lo 3 (ySnall o] ) ootV ] 2 Mo By it
Ldgo 31 d5yall b o8 ¢ Jg1 dpall (5 G Sue 1B colgud] o crmmpmnally cnalunall (b gall Hli 8 <l 5o
pogead J) iy ) dal) dlesdly dolsdl & il dso ) oladl J] sgm B,Saus 136 Jo) o)licly . LeS s 5yl
nasly o slol ol nls 8 Ll 51> g0l elidy] 6 Ty Sall adlge Jasiol Slery 4 1391 )
oo LKa3 &gy p3laoll (5 80Lo cyo L) e Lol w5l - S5 ] yg5 Ablany 435l (60 o315 Byl 03 (yo
o) Lyousy)l ot SIS slizanly) 8polaed]l Eeads¥] LS goon ] - oY) o8 liodl L (S5 L s oS0l
il 15 il e g8l 8 Loy pl 1 lousd] il (3 &5 slgal ye el dads Lo nis Ol ge o (dsnid]
s ladl) il daleally Slaogall (yo all s el cndall yi5 ol o 15T Closs o 408 Lod doezs 2L,

2 Carlo de Landberg (ed.), Conquéte de la Syrie et de la Palestine, vol. 1 (Leyde: E.J. Brill, 1888).
N s padl i ddall EMasd] 330 pasi] Lol



23 aaell
2025 gulgy /jgai

Oyl bzl o8 3 ball Wgmd] o] - giicad] yallas doglieg (331550 sliyg @V lg dollasdl 43 aoits oye Musd ¢ sl
Jto Gmerball oy 3adl sl 385 Loie &l 2 215 1Y p ea o ol () ) ol £ 30)l Jlosl 0 W] g I
s Ol = 25 pLal i = WMLall yo - S35 ol i) Anlall 8ppad) el olSail Ll ST L6 col¥T 2l g ()5l L
.Q&ﬁleMiy@QW] O 1 Oy sl 2Vl 515k s Gwlund] axdlan 345 5 i OIS &

251 o 285 ¢ 0] cpll £ Moy (G5 (] 595 e o (N Bplall (s skl BYLS ) s 06 ¢ Jlo 6l e
ol a3 s (g eoodall yie oolodl 0yl les (b Aindd) el elSisd] Glol ate; 5l sLJI 315 oyo
Bl (3l Y1 Gan las bo) a1 loead) BSLI) Y1 o 20l Jas Jps Y1 L (o )80 s
e ) dpasetd] daiial gy (& JoV) € pSiin o ASLd) ¥ 03 Cuonsls - oloSyl yo 836 o] S5l slos
‘Ow):jb_sjl);’iflsswlwwiﬂIL@ oobee] sl ao8 ol e Gl pye (1555 Ggusg - Ly ) Lpusload g3 BN 5 Lo b
ol Gy 8y 8L Byl e silizall dg2g) el ol g0 oye SU3 s . BV Ginid oman] Sty oy U3y
Shslly Slpelgelly Lalazall JLAYI o] L oaall HSUN il (5 )8 3V (B eatsd] BV e O s Lalyll e
¥l ells M8y . ooMeall e S Gyl 3 oy us‘,, NIPRIY w ally BlLsdl jallang (didgell lilloally
geuall uo )giSas Lo ﬁgwwaw S5 Il 3 o 2SIV (b cllaseiall Gyl

ool S oyo dalaio B3 IS +1aY1 o 5T 858 olusl (Y el 1 Saall (58] ol 318 B0 Ld | Lol
3 sy < yien Ol o e oty 5 U8 < prual] (B wmglyd gy o) DY o daadl Glel] e il 31 253
s 18 el ] dy Snal] Slgdll ells Clas g il Al Leg1olal (o Igitm (S & Sie Clelad] waciog pidis (5>
o oYy Joo 3] (o el Ggagis (S5 - (gl oy yibliall o258 |ocio Loday YT el (s Byatnall 0,24
e il e 58, 1515 258 8 om0 By St 155 ¥y - S o el V1 0399 30 e 3T ) e
Sl oo 30 s Jgasdl Aglrs 50wl (ool sl Mzl she¥) c¥glors Gl asly AL eaolas] o o)
o 2Ll S ko 3] £ B 55 s oyl S0 i ) ol il o Sty gl e 35
g Baikar S 25 A1 &S] Aol 8 Goasdl Dl sy Slgl] 16 63 Ll (o - o3l 55 e GYI dlolgo
) e 1088, (o2 S OlaSyl sgindl il Loy leslalyl nedl ol (e oaslellad] J) g S ot o Y
crdlly cddl Jlosls (sgagiy 1515 o 13]g Baoma Bao ol 6 (o | 918788 clsollas jod B9y o198 (yshios ] 30
gt Beolge ) e Ugog Vigel iy oY1 o (B9 Judl dolge oo lgSosy (S

i 125 s g LA)T B8 b ecunnd pllad] 13 Chymy 550 oy« S5 ol (o b yioma Coiond Bl (S35 el 599 O
sl cdpuasead] alSa Me] oye Mt (mabial] JUB ol 0 BBy 3550 ) Sine 855 (2550 Lgrum OIS 41 L8] 135
crog (el (BYBT (ggtine 5 oIS Louyg) &iloj (3 352 gl guad] o 345 sloudly (Sl cppdinal] s o390 0l 56

N. Elissieff (Niko'lai N. Elisséeff), "Les Monuments de Nur ad-Din," Bulletin d'études Orientales, vol. 13 (1951), pp. 5-43 : jlay 3
oo Aosd ] £l ey Lo oS of duallisdl) ol gl e B R = P Wit b g Ly Szl @l Sloloallodn (S5 ) 4
2yt Bgod cUiSy b cdonns a5l SS )] dlasd] sol DY (1S5 cdolsd] lguiss e ccileg (y50
Imad ad-Din in Abu Shama, vol. 1. p. 271 foot, and Fath, pp. 392-393; Albert Schultens (ed.), Baha ad-Din ibn Shaddad, pp. 200, 221.
5 Ibn al-Athir, Tornberg (ed.), vol. 10, p. 400; Imad ad-Din, 4/-Barg al-Shamr, vol. 3, 139b.




awiuga Jlach:abs s
qugilll guall o aljlail

0350 iy Ulyzal JUig - axble 395 Judis wilal] pllail Unado Sltne & 138 201 (pnne B acloly apudlio 06 cc5,31 &
e BN JlaeYI Bale]" dilos B o390 ) o8 s Bl (B gl B pslogles ) 88 cplladl L Gk 5
iy ddgadud| Dl Jlio e o &l &dsdly .ac g yo 130 1ol S5 o) ¢ JolSU1 we ! cpitsl] pucdaedlg 53] eio
13 3 Ml Jan e JasT OIS & aie Jgi o

o By Lo Qs 3y &) ol OIS (B ol G S 156 oy ¢ 55 ] 39 0] Joill LSy Ly
) o (g i Ao gll g ¢ ol 4y 220l 18 OIS o) T 8 el i g 393 90l pllaill 23 5 T 193 030 e
S g (yo Lo Lo IS] (50 (5392 Yy 2 oo lite Bl gyl 525 e cynmal] e sliaall pgo)] o 5!
b Solual 8315 e b 5 5y (S35 OIS 85Tl pb VI ) ol ity S (093 (y0 i W1 poluaedl B il D
oo O sy 11 £ pas 5 CiBgall Byglas 0¥ o] Loty - pLadly JU (3 jlpezai¥1 &) JaSG5 ey Sndlly Bl ol
losyg -5l (yo domiyil] Cloomng ¢ ST b malolal) 815500) yuolial] Bbl 5 yo e g0 cdidimo ilgd 2y o 5]
Loy Aol M) B3 Iaeoy o 5oy € pno 5 ploll ggll il (p1174) &y assyl e Llaal) Aol Ji2 oS
Aedgog Jud dioll asily VI o i

SSomall = ol Pl Gl sy g el 31 &S] B8] s olS S5 ] 59 90 515 gl )
ol o lal] i Jg 8301 b3 oy $8old] Adigun Camnaily e85 ol BT s Logall (5 )BT Szl 485 e g0l
Bl e (55 T o gl (B el i (55 g - cilisin o5 e S5 02T Lo ale] (ye oma 1 Y 6l Ly Ll
1515 835> gall &S5 Lol dprlgo oy ol ) 43 Y OIS ey pl8 s sLl ole] Sl o By Wgloma (ol (Y 1) s
lpelios o doglio il g IS &l 18 " SIS LxsVI 5306 S5 cyo i Jli o s y0 018 e <y sy 50 S
(55 5 w8y

e O (55 nll )i (305 ke o comaal 0y 25 pLall (5 LjSye &y Sne 58 Lold] ludle ol Lo il g
Y1 i J) Juww (30 0552 ol - 18 el ells ioeis) (55 o Logyg - avgha] 2 S pis (30 gl il 0l (593
Pl iMes &l gusly dluzal e Jgis 08) )51 (o (£98 (8 ySme LS o (S QLS 3l e S5V <o e
WY ) o o) 85,5 IS5 ¢ S Lol (1GT Bkio IS Lo gy - 3pal) (5 danwly Dgd oS s f < J52LYI 3
pladd] a5 Lty sl Gugd) dass Jl ojonl (o3 LI oy A1 ) J) 55 Lecagisy (S5 By Lesoldl A1
pL3 )95 (a8l Ling ¢ S gy ally (681 &l s Lo 8« JYI kel (6581 38 o) el 3o O s B )
LY Lo Jlogll sl adde O 0310 3a8o5 3] (ye O] - crodlly dugdl 3M (] 56 5l Ol (30 Btos daswlg Ag
3] 3 g o5 N gyl eeisliy dpaseil] o) BlSo o oY1 S ailoj 5wy I o lall B i
S &y Sl Jg ) o 50 N &l oye Loy Balisn ilS elal] bd A1 o LuY1 1385 catogeo

Szb ¢ gy Small ol s MWl Gy JYI 0y G380l b JYI (S5 o) el Mo 55 o
BeaSLY) old V) ) By ogplaiy 1585 83 10 £ A5V saY) e Y] Bpidl (5 Lol ) Bl plil] o)) e



23 aaell
2025 gulgy /jgai

B850 Jol Jogall g pais Loigss WSV oailyen il 3 15ally 08 pLall Jlousg Jogoll 15T (T LS (B8IS 5,3V
ol o sgm ST il o) oy ALl ogeply ) azn ol o9)£:;| #1175 ple o) il Mo dealse
LI M ilias sllasel s 0] sl OIS Jogall o 3901 s ] @@,wausoptzu.,zg@,\,{ (ol (59
Poxiy Soprlas yeol (N 05 e Dacln o O] el) o5 Bge gl gl o b 5 b 2 g Loy ol Bt 50
Oanioll (63 Bols ca] Jadl 3 il sgas oy opplodl (3 a3l Clilie s omgl B SV o) 55 2Ll e

o] B G (AT Jaoll (psagliall (645 00354

GuellaB Y] &S] Clgil 5 5o y5ol 18 15157 s g9 45935 dosy 93] Wiy o (3o o)1 o & LAT Lk
o <t oSl 1 g Lomslinl Calge colo gl uate GySs 156 wio Joog of b 0 <S55 ol 50
Aol J) 39w oo 5T GliSl 5 amlge ) 3gm clas (3 5151 i o0 oyl 5 sl (6l J:m\;y,ey, e
S SV (g Snal] o3l JJ59 (Josall Do b Tl a5 L) L] o eS| o5 lsall odng (el
09 @L.ql M ply jlas ux 1183 ﬁLC)Sg)liDQW‘ ol &l 515 ) u_e Mlal’)%)ﬂl 05l dlasy Lo 158
oan (b LSl lim (ol L] 0108 3 elSadl jolsd s ol e o (g (B Ll Lany 51,55 el oM
Miﬁ)m I bl gaioad oy _A,}o) S ‘_sJ)LAu@»@ 518 bluall ;;J§m Lsylae B Jazally oYl
AW Ll

LYl S e ool e Lagd &) l3Y1 Lo ladll ploza¥] LB oIS &l gy 3] 6135 G)1o) ) 5 o 2llS

S Ol Gty ey el i JoW s e 8y0be LSy 1 (3bobiall 8)15] (8 sloze¥) 1S oISy Ll

ooy g ¢dluuilly 3olul] doedlSiay 1518y (ol Ay 5 ¢ pmdgin LIS Lo yie 138 el dagld] (6,31 Y1 505 Lol . Lslal]
leodl dnbia) (WL 85,80l ced 13]5) yloeal] jSaually ddiges sle] e

tame pbleall Jolatlly sV dlall JBids 1918 ()l Jlo ) o D95 e Loy ) i 1 559 4 a0 Lo (335
O 1o 0de (S5 ) a' 4,151 «M' Wha8 Jagn ¥ bl jods 08 olas oy e Slaaols Lol ol :pmg
289 . VI8l 05 w5y (palunell 3982 g5 o paenailly Slaginall ddies o 45,05 ] 352, Lol celgen gl a5
gl Jlols] IS (0 ey andlig ASUYI e axd g cdaseil] ol 8By catelondy Jltall oy SIS (ol S s
0550 0 099 (ye < Bladg Ll dbluad) 2305 5] (] 2o IS sl e aclisly DLy slc] ol pMLY L;e'y;\xl
YY) g e0tSy25 1 )] bl L,;és,d o943 3]t 5y JSIT B aslas] g 38yl 3] ;39 REW
i Sl e B Bk Dt 01 0 5 Wy e Bl Joomy ¥ i Ty LS i 3 Al
agtoasd duds )35 N LWl Jiall aoMa ] g 48> o a6 e gdlia) Lljoll oo 4y

o) Lo yil| M|y S Y Ao s 55 3] galal] (6 0,8 5 )38 o At o ol O 2 B
LS Lo s )35 ) s,y 08" gl 3 3o Ol e cye JUa V1 8301 LS cogpolnn 2151 35 . plidlg pdandd ye B

5 LS s Lol 3Ll Jlasdl 5 doxio (yo 8T aasyy (s (Sleda¥l) ] sles wie (2> 3ggaell alowly 9092 ol lin oy 6
Barg,v. 576 5q  Jhaiy . wqboyg o] 2 Mo dgi CBlio ye il e clldg BN hge

7 If Michael the Syrian is to be believed: Chabot (ed. & trans.), vol. 3, p. 365.

8  Ibn al-Athir, vol. 12, p. 50.



awiuga Jlach:abs s
qugilll guall o aljlail

ol el gl 5 8,5lall 5 ppcmyg cpased Dol aily « B Q3 (g0 > gl OIS 4590l 0 oy (B
i 0.5 855 o )55 <3l il epD¥) (51 (5 dreleal] S yotinall sliy grows Lo 9 oMY lsud | uud | cinss 0]
Basce Aol &y pgbolyse] sl 831e] 3o (8 M (] gl slnb V] edled 050 o) 631 (o] Ll
9] oS> 06 8500l g cunalidl M (0 8ybleall 8)13¥Lg VI ()] J) Bzl gy d] oS> o
B! g (3 1358y 159 8309 858) dulo 0T (oo Lo y1h8 (o e cpmmbiall g (3 13585 Lol aus 0¥ (6T, 34
Shalud) ) dlay Caay Y ¢ upoblal) 1359 azeas JM5 oy a8l il 903 collaludly il o8 &l Ll L daboldl
digto b Y dogo B3l Sledo ¥ (S5 -odgs (b b (N el ol uslyall 5 il 1 poliy Yy - &3 gorlul]
ek e Sl 38l MU o ogma) dlorianls £ il Lagyg dblud] 3 LT e 0Vl 0 Lo T S
W) s 9 a5l 17 03y IS <ol lyel i g sl i (S A 39 J] OlardsS (B y5jses o]
i 55505 g cad] alasY oVl ada JS g bin OIS g < 3591 el e (peellg

chogeio ol L IS sl guw 558 Sall Jto Audly oyt ¥ DM 5] ol 2o Yy s 1 el (50
&S 059 Wl e (5 5Leed] (g Cosodl lagd g (Alg ool (N dbuoyall 00,85 (yo el g pall Ggeuaall o (509
Lo Lo ) o gias ygei ks S O e el agy &l leg ((2V1 e tielseg all (g5 (3o (I e I JIBY]
o aslyiel logs Bayas ol 3 LAT B 01 g jalang M) doss (g Lo B Y ol 390 I 21V
o5 5 LS BBV (g0 By o ] Ol B el (550 s B 8300 (B D] (e Mz (8 S5 ST Ll
J2 61 b M el labd) ) iyl sy 5 2S5 M) llal 0 5o (5 ol Bl e L) sz
A Jos 5 o] lirly (8195t O cyo Vit i Loud comolanadl sl JBl (3 Lo odony

JS s @ 68 0 sl 29590y Jaall @8lgl] ol lzel 035 L 8o g e Al Bzl oS el <) b,
oo 13 G el A1 Sl 0 By (08 - aillals 3 3 laall gingil] yuy Lo £lan] 5,55 g5 boglasey 3las
ey Sl dslan| lel 2 NS 0 ool gor Sy o Mg - dpiy Lpgina Bl youiss 3]y cdmlis aox
o) logll sVl sag 15y AINTg G Clyismay wlead] Nl (5o gdys Clel 2V 0d pod o Loy s 0
celgud] e aclacly oslBast jiasl Loy colllazdl sdn
156 Loy s 1 ol sllacdl M5l all Jg¥1 ogse OIS caslasl o] aBcl (g slguw esye¥l zo abolos i
138 018"« Bliodl (5 ) 235 ol dg Loy o J5T 85l bl s (5 g cod 90 Bles 55)] 508 (pnmabial o Bt i
5o (ol apndlis 0l Ul asnedl Glusyg 0195 63 Wiz o Job LS 350l 09280 (e (e Cladl g guolacl
Bagld) 83l iy o) (8] 3yl oyl ol 8) p1176 ple edlall elled] go lls e Loz . (oM5 Y1y oS aSshas
BN o B e o) 235 IS ol Al jlas () LA ST Loy . liall el 8log o Lo J) U3 J3Tg el Jgs o

9  Landberg (ed.), Fath, pp. 218-219.
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Tbn al-Athir, vol. 11, p. 341; "The Arabic Sources," Speculum, vol. 25, pp.67-68; H. A. R. Gibb, "The Arabic Sources for the Life of Saladin,"
Speculum, vol. 25, no. 1 (January 1950), pp. 67-68.

13 IbnJubair, Rikla, pp. 297-298; "Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi," in: Ibn Abi Usaibia, Vyun al-Anba, vol. 2, p. 206 (both translated in RM.C.Or.,
vol. 3, p. 435 sqq.).

14 Claude Cahen, La Syrie du Nord d I'époque des croisades (Paris: Paul Geuthner, 1940), pp. 428-429.
15  Barg, v. fol. 129 sqq.

16  Ed. Schultens, p. 57.

17 Imad ad-Din, Al-Barq al-Shami, v. 79b sqq. (Abu Shama, vol. 2, pp. 43-44).
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18  Ed. Tornberg, vol. 11, pp. 338, 340. See also the significant incident of the garrison of Harim (quoted by Grousset, vol. 2, p. 720).
19  Baha ad-Din, p. 260.

20  Al-Qadi al-Fadil in Abu Shama, vol. 2, p. 177.

21 Abu Shama, vol. 2, pp. 177-178, 203; Path, pp. 207, 392-393, 443; Baha ad-Din, pp. 200, 221, etc.

22 Baha ad-Din, p. 174.

23 Al-Qadi al-Fadil in a letter quoted by Abu Shama, vol. 2, p. 178.
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24 Baha ad-Din, p. 218.



