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The Significance of Lausanne for Arabs and Turks
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This study addresses the implications of the Lausanne Conference through a comparison between Arabs and
Turks. It refutes arguments in the literature that the Arabs were not as politically or militarily mature as the
Turks during Lausanne and attributes the failure of the Arabs at Lausanne to structural factors such as the central
roles of the Great Powers (e.g. Russia, Britain, France) in the period's events, which ended the First World War
in Turkey's favour. The study examines two important historical factors at this juncture: how Turkish-Russian
relations transformed from hostility to close friendship, and how Arab-Turkish relations turned from animosity to
cooperation, especially after the Sykes-Picot Agreement was announced and Britain backed the idea of a national
home for the Jews. The study concludes that hostility between the Ottoman Empire and the Allied Powers on the
one hand, and the new Turkish Republic's relations with the Great Powers on the other, helped end the war in the
Middle East in Turkey's favour.

Lausanne, Arabs, Turks, International Alliances, Mandates.
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1 Elizabeth F. Thompson, "Arab Exclusion at Lausanne: A Critical History Juncture," in: Jonathan Colin & Ozan Ozavci (eds.) They All
Made Peace - What Is Peace: The 1923 Treaty of Lausanne and the New Imperial Order, (Chicago: Gingko Library, 2023), p. 181.

2 Albert Hourani, A History of the Arab Peoples (London: Faber & Faber, 2013), pp. 315-319.
3 Thompon, p. 182.
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6 J.C. Hurewitz, "Political Clauses of the Treaty of Sévres 10 August 1920," in: J.C. Hurewitz, The Middle East and North Africa:
A Documentary Record, vol. 2 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977) p. 221.

/gUl O 1 e 12y LSS 6)9MJ| JoLd) u_e oS - Sl L3a5) s u;):_ u_e dgllay ) lgall 1S dusyall u]9.0.” Jol> e Gyl (&t 7
gyl Jloa dozeo oty " e o9l Mlgwwl O 1918W3/J9\!I 09l Sisaall ol Bilkae ol Gyl 0 By 11919 yeds
116 o (2023 el duwlydg Sl u,)le)f)QJ\ 1y /4>9.\Jl) leg &o5W0g B9 pumnd! :(1923-1918) A,S)Jl &g 2l SEYI

8  J.C. Hurewitz, "Legal and Political (Brest-Litovsk) Treaty: Russia and the Ottoman Empire, 3 March 1918," in: Hurewitz, pp. 113-115.
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