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The Exclusion of Arabs at Lausanne:
A Decisive Historical Turn

aaling delyd @idig aia jga @al ggsi M wia gljgl wna Glbglaall (e upll clna) anéd e awljall aia jSji
JUaiwllg xgaall inle apnd gSag \ jal h_wglll @)l qua inlgill arallell ajall aer lo @bal @aa g i) Aii_wi
((1920-1919) @\lw Ul 3Ly 3aiga (1 elnélll tnleg Lijgw né (bl dipll ale ells (ua jSjig .anibgll
awljall ghaliig g el Guiall (] dwill Laww Vg (1922-1920) wlaiilll @Lkil digiléllg dar wluwll Gliaaillg
lahsia lmang) glig! d<lyd wl] ggjill allway claS ainig «atd @ajgha go eyl gljg! wna well &uns uusi
(na (gl dpallell apall sy aupell Alspall au] jhill (] geaig iyl @llell (ol dylill ¢na lawls
@lbill dna) Alsp qag dwl uging bg)gl wna gy p el gjall Al pie YU @lbill dhalio wpal algp Glow
(na (bl langabl " plaal aljiar gljgl @ bal Gils adg gl ¢njlasi wil @lbillg ¢nlulil o allell

el @llelig Lyjgw

Jlagiwll grnall 113éi G st bygw alaiill gljgl daalea

This study discusses the exclusion of Arabs at Lausanne and offers a different reading of the fact that understanding
the post-First World War moment in the Middle East cannot be confined to borders and national independence.
It investigates the political movement in Syria by attending to exclusion at the Paris Peace Conference (1919-
1920); political and legal challenges to the mandate system in the Arab East (1920-1922); Arab "present absentees"
[al-gha’ibtn al-hadirin] at Lausanne (i.e. the question of the Arabs was obscured despite their presence); and
decolonizing the historical narrative by reading Lausanne as a decisive turning point in the political history of
the Arab World. The study concludes by calling for an assessment of Arab movements after the First World War
in the context of other anti-establishment movements in the 1920s in Europe and South Asia, which rejected the
new liberal international order and neocolonialism and whose political aspirations in Syria and the Arab World
would be dashed by Lausanne.
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