History and Psychoanalysis: The Genealogy of a Relationship
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Historical knowledge necessitates an essential dialogue with psychoanalysis, whereby historical events
transform into unconscious texts requiring critical deconstruction. This dialectical intersection extends beyond
mere applications of "Freudian theory" to past events, advancing toward a fundamental reconceptualization of
history itself as a therapeutic process that reveals the repressed traumas of collectivities and nations. Within this
framework, psychoanalysis emerges as an analytical lens that exposes the hidden relationships between manifest
structures and latent desires — mechanisms operating through projection, rationalization, and repression. Both
historians and psychoanalysts pursue meaning through examining discursive gaps, epistemic displacements, and
often more significantly, through analysing silence rather than speech. Francois Dosse's examination of this
intricate relationship presents us with a central epistemological problem: How can historical inquiry maintain its
claims to objectivity while being subject to the determinisms of the unconscious? Furthermore, to what extent can
psychoanalysis provide a methodologically sound reading when addressing absent/present historical realities?

Psycho-Historiography, Archival Unconscious, Archacology of the Event, Fragmentary Hermeneutics,
Interdisciplinary
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Prominent French historian and philosopher recognized for his significant contributions to intellectual history. Currently, he holds the
position of Professor of Contemporary History at the Institut Universitaire de Formation des Maitres (IUFM) at Créteil.
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Researcher at the Laboratory of History and Heritage, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Ibn Tofail University, Kenitra, Morocco.
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Francois Dosse, "Histoire et psychanalyse: Généalogie d'un rapport," Espaces Temps, no. 80-81 (2002); Michel de Certeau,
"histoire/ psychanalyse. Mises a I'épreuve,” sous la direction de Christian Delacroix, Francois Dosse et Patrick Garcia, pp. 66-93.
© Editions Gallimard, Paris, 2010.
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This translation was reviewed by Mohammed Houbbaida. Professor of History at Ibn Tofail University in Kenitra, Morocco.
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1 Conrad Stein, L'enfant imaginaire (Paris: Denoél, 1971).
2 Miche¢le Bertrand & Bernard Doray, Psychanalyse et sciences sociales (Paris: La Découverte, 1989), p. 132.
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Christian Delacroix, Frangois Dosse & Patrick Garcia, Les courants historiques en France, 19e-20e siécle (Paris: Armand Colin, 1999).
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Georges Duby, Le Dimanche de Bouvines (Paris: Gallimard, 1973).
Pierre Nora (dir.), Essais d'ego-histoire (Paris: Gallimard, 1987).

Henri Berr, 1911, cité par: Jacques Revel, Dictionnaire des sciences historiques (Paris: PUF, 1986), pp. 450-456.
Lucien Febvre, Combats pour I'histoire (Paris: Armand Colin, 1953 [1938]), p. 211.
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6  Cornélius Castoriadis, cité par Bertrand & Doray, p. 142.
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9  Lucien Febvre, Un destin: Martin Luther (Paris: PUF, 1968 [1928]).
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10 Lucien Febvre, Rabelais ou le probléme de l'incroyance au XVIe siécle (Paris: Albin Michel, 1968 [1942]), p. 15.
11 Marc Bloch, Apologie pour I'histoire (Paris: Armand Colin, 1974 [1941]), p. 62.

12 Marc Bloch, "Réflexions d'un historien sur les fausses nouvelles de la guerre," in: Marc Bloch, Revue de synthése historique, repris dans
Meélanges M. Bloch (Paris: EHESS, 1983 [1921]), p. 57.
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13 Ernest Labrousse, L histoire sociale (Paris: PUF, 1967), p. 5.
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14 Georges Duby, "L'histoire des mentalités," in: Charles Samaran (dir.), L'Histoire et ses méthodes (Paris: Gallimard, 1961).
15  Michel Vovelle, Idéologies et mentalités (Paris: Maspero, 1982), p. 93.
16  Philippe Aries, "L'Histoire des mentalités," in: Jacques Le Goff (dir.), La nouvelle histoire (Paris: Encyclopédie Retz, 1978), p. 423.
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17 Philippe Ari¢s, Essai sur l'histoire de la mort en Occident (Paris: Seuil, 1975), p. 222.
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19 Ibid., p. 12.
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22 Michel de Certeau, "Ce que Freud fait de I'histoire," in: Michel de Certeau, L'écriture de I'histoire (Paris: Gallimard, 1975), p. 292.

23 Michel de Certeau, "Entretien avec Mireille Cifali," Le Bloc-Notes de la psychanalyse, no. 4 (1984), p. 156.
24 Le Goff (dir.), p. 17.
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26  Ibid., p. 99.

27  Philippe Boutry & Jacques Nassif, Martin I'Archange (Paris: Gallimard, 1985).
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29  Ibid, p. 11.

30 Ibid, p. 224.
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32 Sigmund Freud, Moise et le monothéisme, Collection Idées (Paris: Gallimard, 1975 [1939]), p. 17.

33 Michel de Certeau, "La fiction de I'histoire. L'écriture de Moise et le monothéisme," in: Certeau, L'écriture de I'histoire, p. 312.
34 Ibid, p. 313.

35  Ibid.

36  Ibid., p. 316.

37  Ibid., p. 317.

38  Ibid., p. 319.

39  Ibid., p. 353.



Alaqyi
adlle &yagllin ;uwaill Julaillg aglill

B 5 5azsall 580 chygbaiall " st " ogdl) egu” - daiyell Eptpgyil) Luplaall sz ol o)lael; lin oIS

Jeinodl goood] g 3plé £ (03] pxd] Jsl s oo Sl u...»JJl 2l bblas xe el ).ub Cod duso, ]
RSV opolicg colall po AN peuy &5.‘\”

sl Jrily 108 £ Lo )0 oy 60 ol JLsdl o 501 i) Bt SIS typl] " 151" (b 5y 93 62

sale] USY 35l llal] ) Vauog cdotall 3loliog ¢ ygiumell cdic rgSmal ] Dslunoy cdlite ludyd M- oy 50l AS L
() (B A LA porde g LoV Liiod] o Bpeio Lllads IO (30 Y] ailie 55 Y (gl oLl ol ol
ol & s oo b 1 B pud psd) (B 1551 Iy Lo e ST By ooy ) 3yt Lo Y 81l ool Lag 5 Y 1
S 585 Comol Losis V) (98] il 3 555 o) Bd90ed| B )T s () Uo7 1 o o Jg> dnogos dnaseis

pogiie) Vaniusl duws gilly owgo 4S5 58 s sipmms 53 deoryy Cu> A atoll LT a5 Lo Lol oo s
Ao : tind s Sy die (sgal) gl ysomaty . polball s dis S5 1 S (o s sty Y ST (3o
Szl Iy oy ]« il cy05 Aoy e Bl cynrg il Ll a1 e i) BB i) (5T ¢ 3101 cye3)
Hioctns pIS)] geesy cbygpsnd] 0 5 Byinto Gy Sy paitl] 3 g ) yay Aol odm B g5 90)] (35 e
Ssall ks 3 Ll Limg il 1im BT o gess

0 o)l L <o il usBde wadl Bdges sipmo 93 Wil (3] g5V Zodapdll Zulaboed] sl ) 32056
M opdl e e ol Glopuly ey b)BL e pluy Doy 4oV slay 21922 ple g8 aus sy pie @ludl 0yl
S 345 50 s 5 il o 8 8ian s ey Jill Vi 212l 0 s il

Ol Ol o

Gl Jlre (8 s Jeloxl] lgal, Jomy sl sasie 3905 chiggd Joo o lotd OIS O g5y 93 Jeluy
"Ologls las Ol (e pé g e ol Tyl Eis)b iy J) ade 35 ()] boasll 108 i (gdlgll b
Kiogy eSS o Lois” V) B, gy ¥ 6 (ASadIS B By Dloms ¢ S ) aiojg asbgn S (3o cllaipe 930
O, Glans s logn Dlodl o 5497 Lol alae dado S (0 i i Ol gy (3o 55 sy 6 LIS
Dl s E eolagidl Al 398 0395 (s )l dgs (o - SIS yucaal] logil slbgll Lo pons cllaty
(s3] o o -l dejej J) (ool ol e lindngly eSS o )l ALY gy MO 0 Yoy
adlsgdll ey lad do90 Y 9oy 3 BTl Gl e Ollasid] o Glojls dg¢s 4o

40  Ibid., p. 357.
41  Freud, p. 171.

42 Sigmund Freud, "Une névrose démoniaque au XVlle siécle," in: Sigmund Freud, Essais de psychanalyse appliquée (Paris: Gallimard,
1952 [1922]), pp. 213-254.

43 Michel de Certeau, "Ce que Freud fait de I'histoire. A propos d'une névrose démoniaque au XVlle siécle," Annales E.S.C., vol. 25 (1970);
Repris dans Certeau, L'écriture de ['histoire, p. 296.

44 Certeau, L'écriture de I'histoire, p. 296.
45  TIbid., p. 298.
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46  Ibid., p. 299
47  Ibid., p. 303.
48  Ibid., p. 305.
49  Ibid., p. 311.

50  Michel de Certeau, "Le Roman psychanalytique et son institution," Confrontation (1981), pp. 129-145;

"Le 'roman' psychanalytique. Histoire et littérature,” in: de Certeau, Histoire et psychanalyse entre science : 3l gial) 13 CoxS 0, ael JEd i
.et fiction, p. 130
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52 Michel de Certeau, "Le "roman" psychanalytique. Histoire et littérature," in: de Certeau, Histoire et psychanalyse entre science et fiction, p. 132.
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