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This study investigates the classical literary genre of biographical dictionaries (kutub al-tardjim) to attend to the
acceptability of employing such works in the discussion of social and cultural issues, such as the journey and
the associated literary tradition of travel writing (adab al-rihla). The study utilizes quantitative and qualitative
statistical tools to study various themes in the biographical dictionaries, and to reconstruct them according to the
inferences we have drawn about the journey and its objectives and inclinations. It especially focuses on scientific
journeys and surveys works from the travel corpus of the Ottoman period, drawing on samples of Mashriqi

especially Egyptian and Levantine) dictionaries written between the 11"/17" and 12""/18" centuries.
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