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Between 1881 and 1884, France collided with resistance movements in Tunisia, some of which used peaceful
means whilst others were armed, that most Western and French historical scholarship has overlooked. Further,
the first years of the French occupation saw historical figures who have remained absent from the history of
Tunisia, like General Muhammad al-Arabi Zarouk and Commander Ali bin Khalifa al-Nafati, take on important
political and diplomatic roles. These events remain deeply evocative and in need of greater attention in order
to clarify key details and parties involved. Through a special meeting with Mr Ahmed Zarrouk, the grandson of
General Muhammad al-Arabi Zarouk, we uncovered other facts that ought to be assessed and incorporated into
the body of knowledge on the subject.
Keywords: French Protectorate, Treaty of Bardo, Muhammad al-Arabi Zarrouk, Ali Bin Khalifa al-Nafati, Khair
al-Din Pasha al-Tunsi.
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