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Research on the history of modern Morocco has undergone significant development since the 1960s. This paper
reviews the writings of non-Moroccans during the French protectorate in the early years following independence.
Subsequently, they sought to produce a history that aligned with advancements in historical knowledge, particularly
in France, while maintaining a primarily “national” understanding of Moroccan history during this era. This
approach was reinforced by the various types of “new” sources that were published or made available. However,
research on modern Moroccan history up to the present time has, in some cases, continued to harbour inherited
icons, reluctant to rethink some central issues that explain this era. This research sheds light on the approaches
of this writing, providing a contextualized interpretation, noting the works that have attempted to reconsider that
which resembles dogma, and drawing attention to the necessity of producing a renewed understanding of modern
Moroccan history in light of historical knowledge that transcends boundaries.
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1 Evariste Lévi-Provengal, Les historiens des chorfa: Essai sur la littérature historique et biographique au Maroc du XVe au XXe siecle
(Paris: Emile Larose, 1922), pp. 8-10.

2 Jacques Berque, "Quelques problémes de 1'Islam maghrébin," Archives de sociologie des religions, tome Il (Juin 1957), p. 13; Jacques
Berque, "Ville et université: Apergu sur l'histoire de I'école de Fés," Revue historique de droit frangais et étranger, vol. 26 (1949), pp. 64-117.

3 Ibid, p. 74.
4 Ibid., p. y0.
5 Ibid., pp. 65, 80-81.
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7 Mercedes Garcia-Arenal, "Sainteté et pouvoir dynastique au Maroc: La résistanc;e de Fés“aux sa'diens," Annales écono;niques sociétés
civilisations, vol. 45, no. 4 (Juillet-Aolt 1990), pp. 1029-1030; Mercedes Garcia-Arenal, "Mahdi, murabit, sharif: L'avénement de la dynastie

sa'dienne," Studia islamica, no. 71 (1990), p. 92; Rodriguez Fernando Mediano, "Los Ulemas de Fez y la conquista de la Ciudad por los sa'dies,"
Hespéris-Tamuda, vol. XXX, fascicule 1 (1992), pp. 21-24.
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