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Mu'tazilite Kalam as a Trans-religious Phenomenon:
A Contextual and Observational Search for a Christian
Mu'tazilite Orientation
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This paper examines contemporary studies of the extant data on the Mu'tazilite sect of Islam during the Abbasid
era to investigate whether or not Mu'tazilism can be seen as a historical model of an intellectual sphere that was
trans-religious, cross-confessional and rose above divisive and "othering" boundaries of religious affiliation.
The paper proposes that if the concept of 7 tizal indeed aspired to transcend religious affiliations, and if the term
mu ‘tazaliyya refers to a particular state of intellectual, philosophical-theological affinity that aimed to overcome
diverse religious affiliations without forcing its adherents to give up their own religious beliefs or to become
non-religious, it is therefore valid to speak of a "Christian mu ‘tazaliyya", or a phenomenon of Mu'tazilite kalam
(theology) permeating Christianity, just as one may speak about "Muslim Mu'tazilism" and "Jewish Mu'tazilism".
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Lilall gg1 d=ala Eljliia ol *
Associate Researcher at Universitat Bonn, Germany.

najeebawad72@gmail.com

S 2024 ple allas 3 4o t5,\J|5 2021 Cio o &3SV ade Josl ) @»9\!1 L;«?LJI Eyiall g,ﬁ(l 4,5l 514l > dwlyllodn  **
u.wldl | Vs ua%»‘:ﬂ, Ml pMSJl o bo Al dls dwlyd S dmo LIzae) 1do ) den Il Sl cul 5ISYL L8
Dloylg &l )l oy ‘_Qs\.!l m,w,ll A»LAI9 da,84] Lssl,a) Sandra Keating é.mf 8yl 8yqud gyl dayuall ‘jl“‘ol oS )J.l ol b 591 POY)
somdoydl Ll J..,o)J Lml Sl ] B3guell Al e guladl] LJI LG(J-w)la o )SS L;Jl 5,58 8dmellg dosas)] V5l ly )lSs\!L Az lo)l 44 SIYI

ole aledlg lounds caym.ll 8el8) puodl] aBy yo ls)> oS el <Yahya Michot giiue (s>x) seldzd]]
This paper is the intellectual nucleus of a wider research project I have been working on in English since summer 2021, which is set to
result in a book in early 2024 on the same subject, with the working Arabic title of “A ‘tizaliyyah masthiyyah? Dirasah halah al-tatallu’
ma bayn al-kalam al-masihi wa-al-Islami khilal al-‘asr al-* Abbast al-mubkir.” I would like to express my thanks to my friend Professor
Sandra Keating for her careful and thoughtful reading of the first draft of this study and for the email filled with deep and intellectually
stimulating ideas and questions which she graciously sent to me for commentary on that draft. I am also thankful to my former colleague,
retired Professor Yahya Michot, who devoted part of his precious time to reading the same draft and commenting on it.
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1 David Thomas, "Muslim Theologians and Christian Doctrines," in: David Thomas (ed.), Christian Doctrines in Islamic Theology (Leiden/
Boston: Brill, 2008), pp. 1-18.

2 Robert G. Hoyland, "Jacob of Edessa on Islam," in: G. J. Reinink & A. C. Klugkist (eds.), After Bardisan: Studies on Continuity and
Change in Syriac Christianity in Honor of Professor Han. J.W. Drijvers (Leuven: Peeters, 1999), pp. 149-160, 151.

3 Michael Penn, Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2015), p. 2.
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