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The Periodization and Writing of Morocco’s History

Abnsill gl podll g-ajll @iag (Al gwluwll Aylill ga Qyylill go gia gulidal (il o 18aill cat wy
arclaisVl aidll Ayjliy jalll G-L<iy Laits Lai . jlpai wbh dlgaiallg djigiall ajs wellg drwloglallg dwlunll
Aiaall aiajul el inb wgll ggyall ga JLaiiMl ge cuaall ;LLIiCLDb‘OJ.I_u.LC_}.LD.ILLLOJ.Iﬂ dilac gla aialnidllg
@iy (Jagp glipa Jgay Las cecnhll tnelaizVl gajll gl Jughll gajll (ngiwa ¢l nidll (ngiwa gla «cllalg
albha" aylIs i) a halial & wljall 0da e wi Jghiall 1aa ga .jgolll 20 Jal=ill (na digyall ga Legi djgy Bl
(g 23 {nf el -1l (na Jaillg (el guae il @S5 @Galg il jdic guslull gyall) "¢yaall ; nall
lo S&riig akha .ailaall ylié cna dyas ync wnle @S @uéi wy Ja ;331 (nisag Sellay dbiiall GMigaall a2alja
&ua aganill dhaliog 3l alé (] aals] [ wlug [alnidlg felaial by wgll Guill &y jlpai wl ga gy
LE:JT Glowbwnllg «Alsglullg «Glwjlaallg «Abwlwd | ¢na :egnud JS na arinall déieapalll dagsaa allsell Glb

il .nbhwgll ggyall (Jughll gajll «uréai :éusliaa Glals
Traditional periodization engages with the particular historical standard of political history, concerned with
volatile, constantly evolving political, diplomatic, and military fluctuations in the short term. When it comes
to the history of social and economic structures, this periodization process becomes difficult especially when
discussing the transition from the Middle Ages into modernity. Hence, the structural level — the long term or
longue durée according to Fernand Braudel — requires a degree of flexibility in going about things. From this
perspective, the article discusses the problem of the "beginning of the modern era" (the 16" century, during the
Saadi Sultanate in Morocco) and the extent to which it is necessary to revisit assumptions related thereto. In
other words, is it possible to speak of a modern era in the absence of modernity, outwardly or structurally? The
study illustrates the socioeconomic and political continuity of this mediaeval model, as well as the triumph of
tradition over innovation: mentalities are still governed by religious authority in politics, practices, behaviours,
and sensitivities.
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