yshlu

OSTOUR

Accepted Jguall ‘ Revised Jua=ill ‘ Received aLwill ‘
27-07-2022 ‘ 16-07-2022 ‘ 03-01-2022 ‘

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31430/SVFV5234 :nayyeill @éyll

098 piiiwallg hieo @lia
Hichem Djait and the Orientalists
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Orientalism is a multidisciplinary theory that reflects Western knowledge of the East, which Edward Said
considers a Western fabrication, not a geographical space, but as a different cultural mentality. Djait embarked
upon orientalism as an intellectual current that emerged during the Middle Ages, reaching its zenith in the
nineteenth century. He differentiated between the various intellectual currents within Orientalism, then
differentiated between Latin European Orientalism, especially the French current influenced by colonialism, and
German philosophy that dealt with Islam without negative preconceptions. Furthermore, Djait gathered extensive
knowledge of the writings of academic Orientalists on Islam by adopting modern research methods from the 19th
century to evaluate their ideas on many issues, supporting some, correcting others, and discarding the rest. Here,
it is necessary to mention Djait’s pivotal role in passing on his knowledge about orientalist thought and thinkers
to Tunisian University students through his lessons and writings.

Keywords: Hichem Djait, Orientalism, Christian Heritage, Colonial Thought, German Philosophy, Islam, the
Prophet.
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Professor of Medieval Islamic History at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tunis. Director of
the Laboratory for the History of the Mediterranean Economy and Societies.
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1 Edward Said, L'orientalisme, I'Orient crée par I'Occident (Paris: Seuil, 1980), pp. 14-15.
2 Ibid., p. 15.

3 Hayet Amamou, "En marge de deux faits divers retentissants: Polémique et polémistes chrétiens en terre d'Islam a I'époque médiévale,"
Les Cahiers Du CERES, Série Anthropologie et Ethnologie (2010), p. 110 et suiv.
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