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The Path to Renewal

The French Annales School from Emergence to Collapse (2)
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The French Annales School opened up new horizons for researchers through its efforts to renew the methodology,
tools, sources and objects of historiography by drawing on other social sciences. Its founders Mark Bloch and
Lucien Febvre and their successors Ferdinand Braudel and Ernest Labrousse aimed to break with the stagnant and
tightly constrained vision of traditional positivist historians, drawing on economics, sociology, anthropology and
demography and making heavy use of quantitative data and statistics. The price of their success within French
academia, however, was a crisis of identity for history as an "independent" discipline. This paper traces the
unique historical trajectory of the Annales School, which remained dominance within French history departments
for almost a century, assessing the different stages in its development, the different generations of prominent
personalities who played a major role in these different stages, and its remarkable contribution to the discipline
of history. Here, Part II of the article is published, with the first having been published in Ostour 14.
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1 Christian Amalvi (éd.), Dictionnaire biographique des historiens frangais et francophones, de Grégoire de Tours a Georges Duby, Notice
sur Fernand Braudel (Paris: La Boutique de 1'Histoire, 2004), pp. 37-39; Giuliana Gemelli, Fernand Braudel, trad. de l'italien par B. Pasquet &
B. P. Marzi (Paris: Ed. Odile Jacob, 1995);
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2 Omar Carlier, "Braudel avant Braudel? Les années algériennes (1923-1932)," Insaniyat (Revue algérienne d'anthropologie et de sciences
sociales), no. 19-20 (Janvier-Juin 2003), p. 159.

3 Frangois Ewald & Jean-Jacques Brochier, "Braudel. Le patron de la nouvelle histoire," Le Magazine littéraire, no. 212 (Novembre 1984).
[Extrait d'un entretien avec F. Braudel]

10



{4 il all Guyball
Glwlya Jf‘;\-}l'!i § (2) cuiaill ] pliaill go duwijall Gldgall dwpso
OSTOUR

syl poshas Lo Jomsg < (Lglghdll) ¢ylallg S, ll dalll a8 54 <Ecole pratique des hautes études, EPHE (1938)
sialo 3 V1 8 Jog (1940 5 /5905) GUYI (o) lsuol gBgg i) dll oyl (8455 o ) Lo U . pyoll lygitns §
521 0095 (yos 6515 e Ilazel ¢ JIogy 3o iz 378 5L 35 . (1945 gule /,41) oyl slgis] o> Liibeck cliglg Mainz
1949 Lo &,2591947 K 2B A1 G ol g & awsgill wllally Lawgill ol ope 4 )bl ¢ 5309 of 115 )

ddidad] duyall 8 wl))) pudll £lii] (§ Charles Morazé (2003-1913) Sihge Jrlog yaud xe Jldgp (yglas JUCIRT
Ecole des hautes &slax¥] poldl] (3 Llall lul,all Luyiey oy Lagd 8o Comual (1 €(1947) sl 8 Llall Loyl
Raspail (sluwly g5 & Oles¥l pole )15 Jto drale 3193 sLii] § atonlusny 5 B Ay < Détudes en sciences sociales
.La maison des sciences de I'nomme (1985-1962) ol g

slge Jlog 1968 & o1clis > 4 Jacg «College de France (1949) wilyd 93 sl & 13kl Jlogy (5 S5
Js (1956-1946) Olgodl dlos e delune dige e L] Jdy (1972-1949) & Op s g G Bde Colly Lyl e

(1984) & )dl) Loy SYI G 3ae sly L8 ol o5 (1985-1956) a3l8g > ozl Jsi o]
Jlagp aic cnag)lill gajll i
) g, ) dodlee 3 (yoil] Slgiane § 4 lai o) 15550 51800 a3 ) A )] lolgeus¥ ! yo 2] 139y 215 03

lasdly usgill ool e 4 Syl andl e T STy Yimo lamasgly Sl JlasYl oo osl (155 <o)
O alslune amy aollans oy il dyhyy 3lac s gt 8 Slalpus]s lilge ) 8L] (Olusy Bigng eyl

ledlxos L;w)Jl laay (§ duso, Ul palglal] dodlee (§ 45)laig 7o, L) Sl gy (oye dipb e 5,58 sl W§J9

g «aidB ool oo 134 238 (e ol 3oy 3l

5052 /3503 31 u_e 1oL powpe Loge d3> 1968 i dito Llall sl yal) dddadl] Luoytelly B yod Copns] A dslen poldl 8 LI Gloldl dupse 4
tinesd] lpoludly duoyiel] & W ol Cloles jpaoad oy bl Slogheall oy ulad] Coxlly UWL»\JI Coxd) dbluwg rvlxll Pt e Jasdllb 1968
e d9§g‘5919474wmkjl>9f ] B9 . dl] polall 5 ¢ MIM)LJIPMI 4o poleg slodl pole .3 oSy sl .2 clusl )l 1
dpasid (1956),wal55mJ|>5); Ol 5Lyl a)hal\gwlylwlmwls)&bl e Joladl o, o) (8 Jaall B ¢ i85 2o, D%L;LC;L; <zl
~Slipadly Slipesdl gade (8 Luiyd (3 A0, W LI e o (Al Cllgadl dusjas (3 0djallg as g0l ol @ 8y55ed) duodel]

S ok 20 rwsgill Wly basgill el 5

Fernand Braudel, La Méditerranée et le monde méditerranéen a I'époque de Philippe IT (Paris: Armand Colin, 1949);
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Fernand Braudel, Civilisation matérielle, économie et capitalisme XV-XVIIIe siecles (Paris: Armand Colin, 1979);
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Fernand Braudel, Identité de la France: espace et histoire, les hommes et les choses (Paris: Arthaud-Flammarion, 1986).
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Fernand Braudel & Ruggiero Romano, Navires et marchandises a l'entrée du port de Livourne (1547-1611) (Paris: Armand Colin, 1951).
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Fernand Braudel, Le monde actuel: Les grandes civilisations du monde actuel (Paris: Belin, 1963); 2" ed. (Paris: Flammarion, 1969).
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