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Continuing the series of symposiums on historical writing in the Arab countries, the Ostour Journal for Historical
Studies held a symposium on “Historical Writing in Egypt: Trajectories and Outcomes” on 1 - 2 November 2021.
The symposium revolved around several themes: Curricula and historical trends, the history of ancient Egypt,
archaeology and art history, medieval Egyptian history, Ottoman history in Egypt, as well as contemporary
Egyptian history and the history of the other in Egypt. A group of Egyptian historians and researchers participated
in a symposium and the first section of their papers was published in this issue of Ostour. The second section will
be published in the sixteenth issue.

Within this framework Ostour will soon be organising various focused seminars on historiography in Arab
countries: How have historians written the history of their countries? What are the questions that have kept
them awake at night? What are the political and epistemological questions that have led them to favour some
topics over others? What periodisations have they adopted? What are the difficulties that they face in taking up
new topics? Have they been able to overcome the poverty of historical material by considering new items and
new texts? How open have they been to western schools of thought? Ostour will discuss all these issues and
more, in the hope of deepening discussions between experts in each country and establishing points of similarity
and difference in their approaches. This will serve as a foundation for complex studies of the development of
historical knowledge in the Arab World, avoiding the generalisations, prejudices and stereotypes.
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